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renewing in accents of bitter, although restrained, indignation his protests against the indiscipline of certain French Catholics in their incorrigible resistance to the Republic, and their refusal to accept the principle of Democracy. An immense Catholic organization known as the Action Liberate resolutely set its face against the counsels of the Vatican, and its Catholic Republican attitude towards the Christian democracy once more compromised Catholicism in the eyes of the Republicans. M. Combes, who succeeded M. Wai-deck-Rousseau, largely actuated by the manoeuvres of the clergy and of the religious orders in the elections, applied the Associations Law in a spirit which, if not that of the promoters of the law, was generally recognized by Parliament as necessitated by the renewed rebellious activity of the anti-Republican prelates in resisting the law. M. Waldeck-Rousseau, however, protested violently against the distortion, not only of his intentions as promoter of the law, but also of the spirit of that measure, a distortion which resulted in the closing of at least 15,000 Catholic schools and the illegal persecution of many thousands of inoffensive monks and nuns. The last speech he delivered was an eloquent appeal in favour of the right of " authorized" religious orders to teach. He reaffirmed the obligation of Parliament to consider on their merits all requests for authorization. He was not heeded. The result was that the Associations Law, which was meant to be a measure of State control, became one of virtually wholesale exclusion. This was a breach of faith as well as a grave political blunder. It resulted in " persecution/' recalling the most characteristic acts of hostility of the Church towards the State. But, what was worse, it gave the Vatican legitimate ground for protest, and created that atmosphere of mistrust which later on was to warp the Papal judgment in connexion with the acceptance of the Separation Law. The Republic was bound to suffer for this misconstruction of the Associations Law, through the effect